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I am Arnold Tang, the youngest in a family of four
with my parents and older brother. My father
is a Christian, so | grew up going to church and
having knowledge of the Christian faith. Though
| have always thought of myself as a Christian, |
did not really know God. My life was far from the
ways and will of God, for | led a corrupt lifestyle,
hate-filled, rebellious, and indulging in passions
and lusts.

It was until | went to the US for college at the age
of nineteen, that my relationship with God had a



pivotal change. | lived
in a host family, with
godly host parents who
brought me to church.
| was very impressed
with the passion that
African American
church had for God. At
the same time, | began
to read through the
Bible systematically.
My interest in God
grew gradually. |
started singing hymns
to God. And it was in singing hymns about the love
of Christ that began to give me a sharp sense of the
glory of the grace of God. | was overwhelmed with
joy. | began to devote myself in the pursuit of God. |
got baptised the following year in the host parents'
church and served as usher and choir. | went on to
another college and joined a church that was very
evangelistic and heavy on discipleship.
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Being a Christian not only gives
me joy, it introduced me to trials
and suffering never known before.
| despaired of not reaching God's
demand of total obedience and
self-denial. | faced frustrations
and temptaions in my pursuit to
be godly. Oftentimes | grew very
weary of this walk and wanted to
go back to living for myself.

Despite my often failures, and
even turning my back on God for
extended periods of time, God still
drew me back to Himself. These
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trials also caused me to throw
myself upon Christ for mercy. So
my peace and hope in Christ grew
these years as well.

“My grace is sufficient for you,
for My strength is made perfect
in weakness.” This is my song of
victory. Christ is my exclusive hope
in all circumstances, and | am glad
that | have a Savior who loved me
and died for me. And | know for
sure that He will guide me all the
days of my life, and afterwards
receive me to everlasting glory.
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My name is Kevin. | am 29 years old. | completed
secondary school in Hong Kong. | began university
in the US in 2008, continued further studies in
Dublin, Ireland in 2009 and graduated university in
2014. | worked in the UK and Singapore prior to my
return to Hong Kong in 2017.

Before knowing Christ

Although | grew up in a non-Christian home, | had
a concept of God influenced by the few Sunday
School classes | attended as a child. | believed
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God existed and was in control, but was far-off
and uninterested in my life. | believed in moral
absolutes but did not know upon what these
could be based upon apart from subjective
feelings and experiences.

Lost...
I was unsure of my identity when university
began.

| found it difficult to anchor my identity to my
family. My parents divorced when | was 2 years
old and | grew up in the brokenness that was my
family.

| found it difficult to anchor my identity to
country or culture. My formative years in primary
and secondary school took place in Canada and
Hong Kong, respectively.

Since | was uncertain of who | was, | was also
uncertain of my purpose. | entered university in

the US as an "undeclared major", directionless.

However, there was one thing | was certain of: a
strong sense of right and wrong.

But where did this come from? By who's
standard were right and wrong judged?
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Though | tried to calibrate my moral compass to what peers
and parents told me were right and permissible, | could not
walk in good conscience to what | felt contrary to. Why did |
feel this way? Did moral absolutes exist or was morality merely
subjective?

My identity insecurities and my questions regarding morality
drove me to seek answers in religion.

| explored Buddhism and Christianity since they seemed most
familiar to me. The Buddhist idea of karma seemed like too
much work and was unappealing. So, | decided to find out
more about Christianity.

...& Found
I arrived in Ireland in 2009 and soon met Darren, my senior in
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university and president of the university’s Christian Union that
year. We quickly became familiar like brothers.

Darren invited me to attend church with him. | was gripped
by the sermon on Romans delivered by Pastor John Samuel
the first Sunday | was there. The God of the Bible had moral
absolutes that | could rely on. | wanted to pursue that absolute
good. But | had missed the mark. | have done wrong in
God's sight. | needed to make right with God. | needed God's
forgiveness. And God in Christ offered that forgiveness.

A few days after hearing the sermon, in the quietness of my
own room, | prayed to accept God's offer of forgiveness in
Christ and surrendered my life to God.

| began attending Bible study at church, mostly to observe how
Christians lived. | saw Christians hearing from God through
Scripture, wanting to obey God and praying for help to do so.
The more | listened in, the more interested | was in reading
Scripture.

As if in answer to my desire, | was gifted the NIV Student Study
Bible — my first Bible, for my birthday. | began reading Bible for
myself, starting at the Gospels.

“...if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.” (1

Peter 2:3)
]
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| was hungry for God's word. | wanted to read the
Bible cover to cover. | followed the commentary
in the study Bible and slowly learned how to
read the Bible as | listened to more sermons and
attended bible studies.

A desire to obey God was birthed in me and
Scriptural milk strengthened me to obey. | was
convicted of my habitual sins by the Spirit and
was emboldened to throw off all that grieved
God.

God, in his abundant grace and mercy, caused the
inner man to grow in stature and understanding
at breakneck speeds. | was gifted with the
opportunities to serve fellow brothers and sisters
through university Christian Union as well as
through leading Bible studies at church.
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On 22 April, 2012, | was baptized by full immersion by Pastor
John Samuel at Grosvenor Road Baptist Church.

| have continued to heed Pastor Samuel’'s encouragement
(“Keep on keeping on”) in the manner of Hebrews 12:1-3
and Romans 12:1-2 with confidence, knowing that “He who
began a good work in you will carry it on fo completion
at the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6)

Sola Gratia. Sola Fide. Solus Christus. Sola Scriptura.
Soli Deo Gloria!

Kevin Mao
3 April 2019
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